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Walafridi Strabonis Liber de Exordiis et Increments, 
Quarundam in Observationibus Ecclesiasticis Rerum. Tex- 
tual recensuit, adnotationibus historicis et exegeticis 
illustravit, introductionem et indicem addidit Dr. Aloi- 
sius Knoepfler, SS. Theologiae in Universitate Monacensi 
Prof. P. O. Editio altera. Monachii : Sumptibus Libra- 
riae Lentnerianae (E. Stahl Jun.), 1899. Pp. xvii -f 1 M- 
M. 1.40. 

(=Veroffentlichungen ausdem kirchenhistorischen Seminar Miin- 
chen, No. 1.) 

Among the men who contributed to the theological literature of 
the ninth century was Walafried Strabo — the squint-eyed. He was born 
of humble parents about 808 A. D. He very early gave promise of 
productiveness in literature, both general and theological, and the 
actual number of his writings amounted to fourteen, among which are 
Latin poems of considerable merit, lives of the saints, and the work 
before us. 

This pamphlet is the first number of the publications of the church- 
history seminar at Munich. 

Dr. Knoepfler has revised the text, illustrated it with historical 
and exegetical notes, and added an introduction and index. 

The object of the work was to clarify matters pertaining to the 
ecclesiastical cultus — seeking especially to explain their origin. 
Among these were church bells, images, pictures as aids to devotion, 
but not as objects of worship. 

In chap, xvi he says : " Christ after the paschal supper gave to 
his disciples the sacraments of his body and blood, in the substance of 
the bread and wine, and taught them to celebrate in memory of his 
passion." 



The University of Chicago. 



J. W. Moncrief. 



St. Thomas of Canterbury : His Death and Miracles. By 
Edwin A. Abbott, M.A., D.D. 2 vols. London: Adam & 
Charles Black ; New York : The Macmillan Co., 1898. Pp. 
xv + 333; vii+326. #7.50. 
The reader who takes up these volumes expecting to find a com- 
plete biography of St. Thomas will be disappointed. They are nothing 
of the kind. They rather deal with two events in his biography : his 
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death and his miracles ; and this treatment is not in the usual way. 
The book is a work on evidence, and as such its particular and general 
value is very great. 

The origin and growth of the book were purely incidental. It 
originated in a few paragraphs, which, gradually and unconsciously to 
the author, grew into the two attractive volumes before us. It all 
came about in this wise : Mr. Abbott was preparing a critical com- 
mentary on the four gospels, and, feeling the necessity for comparative 
study, he was led to look into the materials for the life of Thomas 
Becket. Here he found a rich mine which, when worked, "seemed 
to present parallelisms to problems of New Testament criticism so 
exact and so helpful that, instead of forming a few paragraphs in the 
proposed work, the extracts and notes grew, first into a chapter, and 
then into a separate section," and at last into its present form. 

The historico-theological character of the book renders it some- 
what confusing at first, but when one understands its purpose and limi- 
tations, it immediately becomes a most interesting and instructive study. 

In general it is to be said that in treating of the saint's death the 
examination of the original sources of information seems as thorough 
as it could possibly be made. Every one of the documents that could 
have any bearing on the subject lias been given. No doubtful point 
has been overlooked. The documents have been classified. The reader 
has therefore all the evidence before him, and without useless expendi- 
ture of time may decide for himself as to the truthfulness of " the con- 
clusions." It should, moreover, be added that the Latin has been 
translated into English. 

The author proceeds, in the second place, to an exhaustive study of 
the subject of the miracles in its origins and in its later developments. 
The legends of the saga, and the works of Benedict and William of 
Canterbury, receive the closest attention. When he comes to the 
eighteen miracles mentioned by both William of Canterbury and 
Benedict, he gives the Latin text with an English translation, and adds 
excellent critical notes. 

But the especial interest lies in the question of the truthfulness of 
the miracles. There is much shifting of evidence in the sources. 
Benedict does not attempt to cover anything up. He grants that there 
was much skepticism at the time ; that some of the cures were gradual, 
some imperfect ; and that there were some total failures. He even 
mentions the case of one man who, failing to receive the water of 
Canterbury, was given ordinary water, and was cured. 
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But when all these failures have been admitted, there are still left 
so many genuine cases that the evidence warrants us in accepting them 
as true. 

The influence of these miracles extended far and wide. " This," 
says Dr. Abbott, " is one of the many triumphs of mind over matter. 
Through ballads, sermons, pictures, and, above all, through stories of 
pilgrims passing to and from the Martyr's Memorial, there was gradu- 
ally conveyed to almost all the sick and suffering folk in England, and 
to their sympathizing households and friends, the image of St. Thomas 
before the altar, clothed in white, with the streak of blood across his 
face. This vision, or this thought, resulted in a multitude of mighty 
works of healing, rescue from agony, restoration to peace and health." 
(Vol. II, p. 305.) 

The book closes with an interesting chapter on "The Martyr and 

the Saviour," into which our space does not permit us to enter. Its 

captions are : the parallel between them ; the parallel in facts ; the 

parallel in documents ; and its bearing on New Testament criticism. 

J. W. Moncrief. 
The University of Chicago. 

Die Wiedertaufer. Die socialen und religiosen Bewegungen 
zur Zeit der Reformation. Mit 4 Kunstbeilagen und 95 
authentischen Abbildungen. Von Dr. Georg Tumbult. 
Bielefeld und Leipzig: Velhagen & Klasing, 1899. Pp. 
96. M. 3. 

This is one of a series of monographs designed to make more 
widely known some of the results of certain scientific historical studies 
that otherwise would not come to the notice of the general reader. 
With a wealth of pictorial illustration that makes his pamphlet exceed- 
ingly attractive, Dr. Tumbult, in Die Wiedertaufer , calls attention to 
the Anabaptist movement of the Reformation period. During the 
past half-century much study has been given to this very interesting 
social and religious movement by such men as Cornelius, Beck, Egli, 
Loserth, Keller, and others. Going back to the sources, they have 
brought together much material that heretofore has been inaccessible 
to the general student, and the new facts thus obtained have placed 
the movement in a much more favorable light. Indeed, not a little that 
has long been regarded as true concerning the Anabaptists has been 
shown to be untrue, and the movement in which the Anabaptists 
played so conspicuous a part has received worthier treatment. Dr. 



